DNA fingerprinting analysis of Mycobacterium tuberculosis is used for epidemiological studies and the control of laboratory cross-contamination. Because standardized procedures are not entirely safe for mycobacteriology laboratory staff, the paper proposes a new technique for the processing of specimens. The technique ensures the inactivation of M. tuberculosis before DNA extraction without the loss of DNA integrity. The control of inactivated cultures should be rigorous and should involve the use of two different culture media incubated for at least 4 months.
months. All vials that were sterile after 4 months were kept in LJ slants for a further 4 months. Both cultures heated at 80 and 100°C were electrophoresed on 1% agarose gels and were visualized by ethidium bromide staining. Table 1 and had a smeared appearance (Fig. 1) . Conversely, boiling of M. tuberculosis cultures for 5 min at 100°C did not modify the integrity of the genomic DNA, as shown in Fig. 1 and 2 .
Experiments performed to investigate a laboratory case of tuberculosis contamination showed that not all tubercle bacilli are inactivated at 80°C, even after lysozyme and proteinase K treatment. These results confirm those of heat-kill experiments conducted by Zwadyk et al. (7) . DNA fingerprinting analysis requires the use of greater safety precautions, and standardized procedures must ensure that M. tuberculosis cultures are really inactivated before DNA extraction is performed. The inactivated cultures should be inoculated on both a solid culture medium and a liquid culture medium to ensure that the bacteria have been inactivated. Solid media were more sensitive than liquid media since 80% of cultures grown on LJ slants versus 20% of cultures grown in BACTEC 12B vials were positive after lysozyme treatment, and 10% of cultures grown on LJ slants versus 0% of cultures grown in BACTEC 12B vials remained positive for M. tuberculosis after lysozyme and proteinase K treatment. The liquid and solid media should be incubated for at least 4 months, since some cultures became positive as long as 90 days after inoculation (Table 1 ). This study showed that heating of cultures at 100°C for at least 5 min is sufficient to inactivate M. tuberculosis. After heat lysis at 100°C for 5 min, the integrity of M. tuberculosis genomic DNA is conserved, as shown in our study ( Fig. 1 and 2 ). The heating time seems to be more important than the heating temperature in preserving the integrity of the M. tuberculosis DNA. A previous study showed that genomic DNA is sheared into small pieces if it is heated for 30 min (7) . This paper proposes a method which inactivates M. tuberculosis and produces genomic DNA suitable for RFLP typing analysis. 
